














were taken from either a base-case or a control hind
cast run and in which forecast wind fields were derived 
from various forecast pressure fields. Table 2 (from Ref. 
23) gives simulated verifications of these forecasts against 
sea states specified in the base-case hindcast for several 
runs, in terms of peak hindcast SWH and mean and 
root-mean-square errors in wind speed and SWH. In 
forecast run Fl, the forecast pressure fields produced 
operationally at the Fleet Numerical Oceanography Cen
ter (FNOC) were used to provide forecast winds in the 
24-hour period beginning 1200 GMT, September 9. In 
that period, the Queen Elizabeth 2 storm central pres
sure deepened to 950 millibars, while FNOC specified 
only 999 millibars. The peak SWH was forecast to be 
10.3 feet versus 24.3 feet in the base-case hindcast. In 
run F2, which used the same control initial state as Fl, 
the experimental NWP model run of Anthes et al. 24 

was used to provide wind fields. Their model captured 
about 30 percent of the explosive deepening observed 
in this 24-hour period, and peak sea states were closer 
to the base-case value, though still significantly lower 
(18.5 versus 24.3 feet). 

Two 24-hour forecast experiments addressed the 
24-hour period following 1200 GMT, September 10, dur
ing which the storm central pressure filled to 976 milli
bars, but peak SWH continued to build as the area of 
high winds about the storm expanded. It was at the end 
of this period that the Queen Elizabeth 2 storm encoun
tered peak SWHs estimated to be in the range of 35 to 
40 feet. The base-case hindcast specified 37.2 feet. A 
24-hour forecast run (F3) using the control run initial 
state and the NMC forecast model pressure fields from 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
predicted peak sea states to be less than half that ob
served (17.4 feet). The same forecast winds were used 
for run F4, but initial states were taken from the base-
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case hindcast. This run is intended to simulate the ideal
ized situation in which spacecraft-derived wind and/ or 
wave measurements together with a wave model provide 
a "perfect" specification of the directional spectrum. 
However, F4 produced a peak SWH only marginally 
greater than that provided by run F3. 

These simulation experiments suggest that much of 
the benefit of spacecraft-monitoring of marine winds and 
sea states is lost in the first 12 to 24 hours of forecast 
horizon unless skill in numerical weather forecasts of in
tensity changes in marine cyclones is significantly im
proved from current levels. Until actual spacecraft data 
become available in the early 1990s, spectral wave models 
should be used in observing system-simulation experi
ments to assess the potential benefits of proposed 
remote-sensing systems, to develop and test algorithms 
for the assimilation of wind and wave data into wave 
models, and to help define the attributes of a future 
operational remote earth-observation system. 
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Table 2-Queen Elizabeth 2 storm wave-model impact experiments.23 

1200 GMT, September 10, 1978 1200 GMT, September 11, 1978 
Field errors· relative Field errors relative 

to base run to base run 
Wind Field Po •• SWHpkt wstt (m/s) SWH (m) Po SWHpk WS (m/s) SWH (m) 

Run Type Source (mb) (ft) Mean rms Mean rms (mb) (fl) Mean rms Mean rms 

Base case Hindcast Seasat-A scatterom- 950 24.3 976 37.2 
eter system/ 

conventional analysis 

Control H indcast NMC 6-hr SLp··· 980 10.0 - 1.3 5.0 - 0.8 1.5 978 26.6 - 1.4 4.0 -0.3 0.9 

F l Forecast Control + FNOC 999 10.3 - 4.8 6. 8 - 1.6 2.2 

F2 Forecast Control + Anthes 24 984 18.5 -2.3 5.5 - 0.4 1.3 

F3 Forecast Control + NMC 996 17.4 -3 .9 6.0 - 1.5 2.2 

F4 Forecast Base+NMC 996 19.0 - 3.9 6 .0 - 1.3 2.0 

"Mean and rms errors computed relative to the base-ease-run gr id fields of SWH over the domain covering the storm circulation only. 

". Po = minimum central pressure. 

tSWH pk = peak SWH. 

ttws = wi nd speed at 20 m. 

"". OAA National Meteorological Center sea-level pressure analyses. 
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