














plicity of sources and alternatives. This difference
alone causes numerous mistranslations and enor-
mous trouble in bilingual meetings, where frequently
as much time is spent trying to understand one
another as in pursuing the purpose at hand.

In preparation for the visit to the Soviet Union, I
compiled a sample Russian/American glossary of
building construction, fire safety, fire service, hy-
draulics, and fluid mechanics terms. On the last day
in Moscow we discussed the glossary, which was ac-
cepted as the working draft, and agreed to exchange
revisions, additions, etc. The glossary is a machine-
readable file, so it is easy to list Russian and Ameri-
can terms and definitions side by side, alphabetically,
in each language.

FOLLOW-ON PROGRAM

The protocol, signed by both parties, reviewed the
just-completed program and recommended continua-
tion of ongoing activities. The most important of
these are a follow-on Soviet/American symposium
on Fire Test Methods for Building Materials to be
held in the United States in September 1982, and con-
tinuation of work on the Russian/American glossary
by correspondence. An interesting proposal was ad-
vanced regarding a possible exchange of one or two
students between the Soviet Highest Fire Protection
Engineering Academy and the U.S. Fire Academy.
The proposed program is subject to approval by
higher authorities on both sides. Prospects appear
promising.

WRAP-UP

In the course of periodic assessments of the U.S./
USSR Cooperative Agreement on Housing and
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Other Construction, the value of the program to the
U.S. side has been questioned. Concern has been ex-
pressed that the Soviets, being more in need of tech-
nology transfer than the U.S., are receiving more
than they are giving.

Although there may be reason for concern in some
parts of the overall program, the Soviets have
reached a high level of expertise in fire education and
materials testing. While budgets are being cut in these
areas in the United States, the Soviets appear to be
well funded. The scope of their fire research activity
is burgeoning. At present, the balance of progress in
fire research is shifting in their direction.

The Soviets experience no significant problems in
arranging comprehensive testing programs. In study-
ing the highrise evacuation problem, for example,
they carried out nearly 200 model tests and full-scale
burns. A program of such magnitude would hardly
be feasible in this country under present circum-
stances. For this and similar reasons, it would be well
for us to follow the Soviet fire testing and research
work closely and, we hope, profit from their results.
Also, we can learn from the Soviets’ superior fire-
service education programs and their extensive ex-
perience in applying them.

NOTES

I Though the cognate “‘school’” appears in its title, the institution is essen-
tially an ‘‘academy,’’ even in the military sense, so it will be referred to as
such in this article.

2A highrise building in the Soviet Union is ten stories or more. The most
popular building height today is 16 stories.

3Several technical colleges exist in the Soviet Union that offer degrees in
fire protection engineering. Among them are the Volokolamsk and the
Syzransk Polytechnical Institutes, the Khabarovsk Construction Institute,
and the Groznensk Petroleum Institute.

4Bathrooms and kitchens, for example, with built-in plumbing and ser-
vices, are usually constructed on a factory assembly line and delivered as
complete modules to building sites.
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