MISCELLANEA

APL Achievement Awards and Prizes

Recognizing excellence in the work of the professional staff is an important activ-
ity at APL. To foster and highlight exceptional scholarship and seminal advancements
in the sciences and in engineering and technology, APL established three annual awards
programs to identify and document outstanding professional work among its scientists,
engineers, and educators. These programs collectively celebrate 20 years as a unique pres-
ence at APL and play an important role in both encouraging professional achievement
and honoring the men and women whose work exemplifies and sustains APL’s legacy of
excellence.

APL’s first awards program, the competition for meritorious writing, was established in
1985. The Editorial Board of the Johns Hopkins APL Technical Digest solicits from each APL
department nominations of publications from the previous year to compete for awards in
six categories. Members of the Editorial Board judge the entries and base their selections
of winning publications on significance and clarity, with considerably greater weight given
to the significance of the work in advancing science, engineering, or the mission of the
Laboratory. In the 2004 competition, 8 technical departments nominated 41 publications;
of these, 7 won awards, including 1 book.

The R. W. Hart Prizes for Excellence in Independent Research and Development were
established in 1989 to recognize significant contributions to the advancement of general
science and technology. These prizes honor Robert W. Hart, a leader in APL’s Indepen-
dent Research and Development efforts and an exemplar of the scientific achievement
and technical excellence that this prize represents. Similar to the process for the writing
awards, the Science and Technology Council solicits from each APL department nomina-
tions of science and engineering projects considered to be outstanding during the previ-
ous year. Council members judge the nominations, basing their selections on the quality
and importance of the work to the Laboratory. Prizes are awarded in two categories: best
research project and best development project. Seven nominations were received from
four departments—three for research and four for development. Of these, one research and
one development project won honors for 2004.

To encourage and recognize new technology and innovation at the Laboratory, the
Invention of the Year Awards were established in 2000 to identify the top technol-
ogy from the preceding year. The APL Office of Technology Transfer and the Office
of Patent Counsel form an independent review panel by inviting technology transfer
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professionals, intellectual property attorneys, and
people from the technical and business communi-
ties to judge the inventions. Winning technologies
are chosen in two categories—Physical Science and
Information Science. Special awards are also given
for innovative contributions to the military and
space. Judges base their selection of the winning
inventions on creativity, novelty, improvement
over existing technology, and potential benefit to
society. For 2004, 177 APL researchers disclosed
135 inventions. Of these, two inventions were
selected, one in Physical Science and one in Infor-
mation Science. In addition, a special achievement

award was given for Innovative Contributions to
the Military.

Exceptional scholarship and achievement in the
sciences, engineering, and technology are critical
components of APL’s competitive strength. Award-
ees serve as models for their colleagues, inspirations
to junior scientists and engineers, and leaders in their
fields. These honors reflect the outstanding work
that has been done by APL staff. Their names and
photographs are displayed on the following pages,
along with the titles of their publications, projects,
and inventions.

Linda L. Maier-Tyler
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