APL AWARDS

Writing and Research and Development Awards

Each year the Applied Physics Laboratory honors members of its professional staff for
meritorious writing and for accomplishments in independent research and development
(IR&D) programs. The 17 November 1998 reception for the Principal Professional Staff marked
the occasion of the 13th annual announcement of awards and prizes to APL staff for outstanding
publications and signal achievements in science, technology, and education during the preced-
ing year.

Thirty-six publications were submitted by eight technical departments to compete in the
1997 writing awards program; of these, nine papers won either an award or an honorable
mention. Members of the Editorial Board of the Johns Hopkins APL Technical Digest judged the
entries and based their selections of winning publications primarily on mastery of the subject
matter, importance of the science and engineering, and clarity.

For many years, the Laboratory’s IR&D activities were conducted under the able guidance of
Robert W. Hart when he served as Chairman of the Research Center (now the Research and
Technology Development Center), then as Assistant Director for Exploratory Development,
and later as Assistant Director for Research and Exploratory Development. In recognition of his
many contributions to the Laboratory, the R. W. Hart Prizes for Excellence in Independent
Research and Development were established in 1988 to signify the importance of the IR&D
program to the long-term future of APL.

Similar to the process for the writing awards, nominations for science and engineering
projects considered to be outstanding were solicited from each APL Department. Members of
the IR&D Advisory Council judged the projects and based their selections on the scientific and
technological effect of the results and their importance to the work of the Laboratory. Prizes and
honorable mention are given for both the best research project and the best development
project. Two projects were recognized in the 1997 program.

The R. W. Hart Prize for research was awarded to James D. Franson and Todd B. Pittman for
their novel approach in obtaining large interactions between individual photons, demonstrating
that a useful quantum computer that can implement a large number of bits is potentially
realizable. Such a computer would aid in solving complex mathematical problems and would
efficiently factorize large integers, rendering conventional cryptography insecure. The R. W.
Hart Prize in development was awarded to Binh Q. Le, Ark L. Lew, Richard H. Maurer, and
Elbert Nhan of the Space Department and Jennifer A. Davis, Jean S. Deboy, Jay R. Dettmer,
David M. Lee, S. John Lehtonen, and Katherine J. Mach of the Technical Services Department
for their collaborative contributions to chip-on-board technology in developing a space-
qualified manufacturing process for flight electronic hardware miniaturization.

The recipients of the 1997 awards and prizes are listed on the following pages, along with the
titles of their publications and projects.
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R. W. HART PRIZE HONORING EXCELLENCE IN INDEPENDENT
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (1997)

Prize Winner—Research

An Optical Approach to Quantum Computing

James D. Franson
Todd B. Pittman

Prize Winner—Development

Chip-On-Board Technology

Jennifer A. Davis
Jean S. Deboy

Jay R. Dettmer
Binh Q. Le

David M. Lee

S. John Lehtonen
Ark L. Lew
Katherine J. Mach
Richard H. Maurer
Elbert Nhan
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