























LEWEX Panel Discussion

Closing Remarks

PERRIE: Do you think I can hope that all these LEWEX obser-
vations will be understood, so that if I change the wam
model or introduce a new dissipation function, I can go
back to this data set and check it with the buoy data and
all the observations and be able to understand whether I
have made an improvement or not?

What about the Geosat winds? I am very naive about
how those are derived. Will they improve the wind field?
What is the next step beyond this present comparison?

BEAL [added in proof]: The next step will be to produce a per-
manent record of the LEWEX intercomparisons, including
accurate documentation of the measured and modeled spec-
tra. But I really doubt that the LEWEX observations will
ever allow one to choose unambiguously which model is
superior. As Peter Kjeldsen has commented, a much longer
database is required. Geosat passes during LEWEX are
sparse, but should at least illustrate the spatial structure of
the wind field errors.

DONELAN: That opens an opportunity for me to raise a ques-
tion regarding the role of future remote sensing systems.
How can the planned sir-c sAR flight be coupled with the
European ERs-1 scatterometer to improve our understand-
ing of winds and waves over global scales?

JANSSEN: One could use the SIR-C SAR spectra in a wave as-
similation scheme, supplemented by the winds derived from
ERS-1, and show that they improve the wind analysis over
the ocean. This improved wind analysis should, in turn, im-
prove the wave field analysis.

DONELAN: This seems to be a good point to call it a day. I
believe Bob Beal has some closing remarks. Does anyone
on the panel have anything else?

PHILLIPS: I would like to thank Bob and the people who were
responsible for the local arrangements. They have done a
splendid job for all of us during these last three days.

BEAL: To the panelists and to the audience, I want to express
my appreciation for your many insights and candid criti-
cism. Your comments will be part of the record, and will
certainly influence the way we handle the data and the way
that we look at this problem in the years ahead. An impor-
tant step, of course, will be to produce a written record of
the LEWEX results that can be reviewed by the wave com-
munity. At the very least, LEWEX has stimulated many new
ideas on how to conduct future open ocean experiments,
such as SWADE, the Ers-1 validation and application efforts,
and the SIR-C/ERs-1 wave intercomparison work. Perhaps
the most valuable contribution of LEWEx will have been to
serve as a unifying force to bring together those who pre-
dict and measure ocean waves with those who must live and
operate in them.

On a personal level, I must say that much of the excite-
ment of LEWEX has been its international aspect and the
close relationships with colleagues that have developed and
will surely endure well beyond this single experiment.
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