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 ATLANTIC COAST OBSERVER NETWORK, MD  / DE / DC CHAPTER 
WITH DATA FROM NEARBY AREAS 

RECORD SNOW,  POWER OUTAGES,                    
STATE OF EMERGENGIES 

  February 2010 will be remem-
bered for two heavy snowstorms which 
occurred within a week of each other.  
More snow fell during these two storms 
than in many an entire winter season.  
 February’s snowfall total set re-
cords for any winter month.  National 
Weather Service stations at Baltimore and 
Wilmington, where records date back into 
the 1800’s, set all-time snowfall records for 
the month and also for any month.  Wash-
ington’s (DCA) snowfall total was second 
to only 1899 when 35.2” fell.   
 Temperatures averaged below 
normal due to the lack of warm maximum 
temperatures.  Daily maximum tempera-
tures were in the 30’s and 40’s and daily 
minimums were in the 20’s and 30’s. The 
monthly maximum temperature of 46 at 
NWS BWI was their lowest  ever for Febru-
ary and the monthly maximum of 50 at 
NWS DCA tied the record set in 1934.  
Maximum readings in the 50’s were a rare 
event this month.  Only a dozen � 50° read-
ings occurred across the region.  On the 
minimum temperature side there were only 
three readings � 0°. 
 Three storms during the first 10 
days accounted for almost all of the 
months snowfall.  These storms followed 
the one which brought upwards of a foot 
plus of snow on January 30th.   
 The first storm on the 2nd and 3rd 
brought 2 to 5 inches of snow.  The second 
storm on the 5th and 6th was the heaviest 
and most severe.  Wet snow around Wash-
ington DC along with strong winds brought 
down tree branches and power lines.  Up-
wards of 33 inches fell during this storm.  
Several ACON observers reported power 
outages of 40 plus hours.    State of emer-
gencies were declared.  The Governor of 
Delaware statewide state of emergency 
included ordering all but emergency vehi-
cles off of the roads.  
 Before the snow was able to melt 
a second severe snowstorm moved into 
the region on the 9th and 10th.  As with the 
previous storm state of emergencies were  

declared.  Storm totals were held down 
due to snow mixing with or changing to 
rain and sleet on the 9th before tempera-
tures fell back into the 20’s on the 10th.  
As with the previous storm blowing and 
drifting snow caused problems.  Upwards 
of 2 feet of snow fell.   
 Snow depths upwards of 30+ 
inches was reported by some ACON ob-
servers.  Cool maximum temperatures in 
the 30’s and 40’s along with minimums in 
the 20’s and the lack of heavy warm rains  
allowed for a slow steady snow melt and 
averted the potential of severe flooding. 
 The month’s only pure rainfall 
event occurred on the 22nd and 23rd.    
Rainfall totals of up to 1 inch fell in North-
ern Delaware.  Other amounts were gen-
erally less than a half inch.  
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 http://www.jhuapl.edu/weather/education/ACONdata.ht ml  

ACON MD/DE Network 
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The following pages contain 
more detailed information and 
selected comments furnished 
by ACON observers concern-
ing the months events. 
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Compiled by Gary Gallaher, MD/DE ACON Data Collector and Report Writer, from data received from 
dedicated observers.  Without your observations each month this report will not be possible. 

Ralph Hartsock of Westminster 4 SSE 
3rd - Snow moderate at times. 
10th - All-out blizzard.  Peak wind gust 50 mph.  State of 
emergency declared.  All plows pulled off roads. 
22nd - PM rain. 
27th - Snow showers, very windy, blowing and drifting. 

Bobby Miller of Millers 4 NE 
Snowiest month ever with 52.2”. 
1st - Heavy AM rime in the valley. 
2nd & 3rd Moderate to heavy light fluffy snow evening of 
the 2nd and early on the 3rd. 
6th - Heavy blowing, drifting snow.  Drifts to 4 feet. 
10th - Heavy, drifting snow, afternoon blizzard PWG 41. 
22nd - Sleet, freezing rain left a light glaze. 

Ray Muller of Westminster City 
9th & 10th - Gusty winds greater than 40 MPH, blowing 
and drifting snow. 
26th - Low barometer, 990 MB.  Strong winds gusting to 
45 MPH from the northwest. 

Marty Brumback of Bryans Road 2 ESE 
2nd - Snow began at 6:15PM - ended 1:35AM of the 3rd. 
5th - Snow with snow grains and sleet mixed in. 
6th - Snowed to 5:45 PM.  Last 6 hours was a drier snow. 
9th - Snow began 4:45 PM.  Mixed w/ Freezing rain and 
sleet. 
10th - Snow ended at 2:20 PM.  Core sample of snow on 
the ground yielded 3.42” LWE with a snow depth of 19.5”. 

Eric Glass of Emmitsburg 2 SE 
6th - Heavy drifting snow. 
11th - Heavy snow, drifting conditions. 
12th - Snow depth 24”, water content 6”. 
26th - Damaging winds. 

Ron Berger of Norbeck 1 SE 
For the Norbeck MD 1SE period of record from Aug. 1994 
to present:  
Feb 2010 was snowiest month (44.7"), exceeding previ-
ous record of Feb. 2003 (35.1"). 
Feb 5-6 2010 was greatest snowstorm (29.4"), exceeding 
previous record of Jan 6-8, 1996 (24.0")  
2009-2010 was snowiest season (79.9"), exceeding previ-
ous record of 1995-1996 (67.0") 
6th & 7th - 3rd longest power outage of 42 hours ending 
8:45pm Sunday February 7, exceeded only by 81 hours 
(September 22-25,2003 from Hurricane Isabel remnants) 
and 50 hours (from January 15-16, 1999 ice storm out-
age).    

Rich Giannola of JHU/APL Laurel 
10th - Peak wind gust 40 mph from the W at 11:30 AM. 
25th - Peak wind gust 50 mph from the W at 8:47 PM. 
26th - Peak wind gust 46 mph from WSW at 8:56 AM. 

Rob Cohen of Potomac 4 N 
Snowiest month on record.  Beat the old record by nearly 
10 inches.  31 consecutive days with � 1” snow on the 
ground ending on March 1st set a record. 

Gary Gallaher of Bear 2 SW, DE 
46.9” of snow - the snowiest month on record.  Old record 
was 39.5” set in 2003.  Two storms within a week dumped 
25.8” and 12.8”.  After the 5th the barometric pressure rose 
above 30.00” on only five days. 
Monthly average barometric pressure of 29.82” lowest for any 
winter month since detailed records began in 1992. 
9th & 10th - Wet snow, freezing rain, strong winds brought 
down numerous pine tree branches. 
10th - Barometric pressure of 29.13” is the second lowest 
ever for February (Pressure records began in 1992) 
21st - 47° high today, maximum temperature for the month, 
was only one degree shy of the February record low maxi-
mum temperature set in 1969. 

Greg Latta of Frostburg 
23rd - Freezing rain. 
26th & 27th - Damaging winds. 

Nate Mullins of LaVale 
Snowiest month ever.  Previous snowiest month was 41.7” in 
January 1996 and snowiest February was 36.5” set in 2003.  
The monthly extreme maximum temperature of 47° ties  1978 
for the lowest extreme February maximum temperature. 
5th & 6th - 26.5” of snow fell in just under 27 hours, the third 
greatest snow storm in recent history (Records began in 
1948). 16” fell in 6 hours late on the 5th and early on the 6th. 
5th, 6th, 9th, 10th, & 15th - Daily snowfall records set. 
26th - Very windy, light snow showers.  56 MPH wind gust in 
Frostburg. 

Jeff Stoudt of Laurel 2 E 
61.7” of snow fell in 12 days from January 30th to February 
10th can only be summed up as “Amazing!, Astounding!, Stu-
pendous!  Despite deep snow cover, temperatures remained 
within a rather narrow range of moderately subnormal all 
month long with both severe cold and mild temperatures be-
ing completely shut out. 
5th - Wet snow 1100—1600, steady SN/SN+ thereafter. 
6th - Steady +SN AM, tapering afternoon.  Thunder @ 0440. 
9th - SN late afternoon changed to PL/FZRA near midnight. 
10th - Mix changed to all snow before dawn, blowing and 
drifting snow. 

Marty Sharrow of Owings Mills 
2nd & 3rd - Snow the night of the 2nd ended early on the 
3rd. 
6th - Heavy snow and windy.  Thunder at 0358. 
7th - Azure blue skies, breezy, and cold. 
10th - Early AM mix, blizzard and colder. 
11th - Azure blue skies, windy and cold. 
10th, 15th, 16th, 22nd - Freezing rain. 

Joe Manfre of Baltimore 2SE 
6th - Heavy snow, Afternoon blizzard. 
9th - Snow beginning in early PM changed to freezing rain. 
10th - AM freezing rain.  Heavy PM snow—blizzard. 
21st - Partly cloudy, not as cold. 
22nd - Light rain began In the afternoon. 

CONTINTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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Rob Cohen of Potomac 4 N (Continued) 
5th & 6th - Snow began 5th after 10 AM, heavy after dark, 
very heavy 10:45PM with gusty winds.  Possible lightning.  
Significant tree damage, especially to evergreens.   Final 
storm total 27” beat the old record of 24” set in 1996. 

Rich Giannola of Olney 1 S 
Snowiest month (46.3”) since I began keeping records in 1986.  
More snow fell this season (85”) than in the last five seasons 
combined (81.1”). 
5th & 6th - Flurries 10 AM -10:30AM on the 5th.  Snow began 
11:30 AM.  5th @ 10:30 PM 8” snow, 0.84” LWE,  6th @ 9 AM 
21” snow, 1.97” LWE; 5:30 PM 28” snow, LWE 2.36”. 
9th & 10th - Snow began 9th @ 4 PM.  10th @ 8 AM 6” snow, 
0.74” LWE, 5:30 PM 10.5” snow, 1.06” LWE. 

Richard Holden of Clarksburg 2 ENE 
5th - Heavy snow, blowing snow - AM min 31°, PM max 32° 
6th - Heavy snow, blowing snow - AM min 23°, PM max 24° 
9th - Moderate snow, light sleet. 
10th - Moderate snow, blowing and drifting snow.  AM min 18°, 
Afternoon max 20°.  

Stan Rossen of Glenmont 1 NNE 
Snowiest month ever with 45.0”.  The previous snowiest was 
February 2003 when 38.9” fell.  Between January 30th and 
February 10th 50.6” of snow and sleet fell.  That was more 
snow in those 12 days than fell in all but two snow seasons 
(62.4” - 1995-96, and 58.0” - 2002-03). 
5th - The snow really intensified after dark and fell heavily at 
times.  The anemometers on the roof froze and were snow 
covered before the wind started picking up.  One rumble of 
thunder was heard at 10:19 PM. 
6th - The snow continued heavily overnight, especially early 
on, as there were periods of heavy snow through the morning.  
One rumble of thunder was heard at 6:19 AM.  
5th & 6th - Storm total 28.1” set a record for the heaviest 
storm here.  The old storm record was 21.4” which fell  Febru-
ary 10-12, 1983. 
9th -  Light snow began before 4 PM.  There was snow grains 
around 6 PM and changed to light sleet which was falling at 
midnight. 
10th - Light sleet mixed with snow grains continued till 
changed to snow after 2 AM.  Snow became moderate by 4 
AM and continued through daylight.  Fog developed for awhile 
during the day with visibility reduced to only 1/10th mile for a 
short time around 2 PM with only moderate snow falling. 
10th - Snow depth of 26” is 5” shy of the record 31” measured 
on February 19, 1979. 

Kevin Shaw of Gaithersburg 2 WNW  
February was colder than normal entirely due to the below 
normal maximum temperatures.   
5th - 7th - Power out for 43 hours from 8:45 PM on the 5th to 
late Sunday afternoon of the 7th.  
5th - Snow mid day through rest of day. 
6th - Snow, heavy at times, blizzard conditions. 
9th - Snow from 4 PM through midnight observation. 
10th - Sleet overnight, snow light to moderate during most of 
the day.  35” of snow on the ground set an all-time record 
snow depth for this location. 
19th - First non-freezing minimum temperature of the month. 
22nd - Occasional rain mid afternoon - evening. 

Joe Terry of Forest Glen 
A depth of 3” or more existed throughout the entire month. 
5th - Snow which began at 1045 took a few hours to start 
accumulating due to the well above freezing temperatures. 
6th - A fine powdery looking snow evolved into large flakes 
after sunrise.  The wet heavy snow, with the temperature 
hovering around 30 degrees, forced down some tree 
limbs, one completely blocking my street.  The power was 
knocked out for 33 hours starting at 0630.  
5th & 6th - Final storm total of 26” surpassed the previous 
storm record of 21.8” from January 1996. 
9th - Snow began at 1600 and changed to sleet at 2240, 
even briefly some freezing rain mixed in very late. 
10th - At 0800 it was 29°.  Suddenly at 0820 conditions 
dramatically changed as the first true blizzard in station 
history began.  Winds increased considerably, temperature 
fell (to 20° at noon), and snow became heavy.  Blow ing 
and drifting snow with visibility frequently falling to < ¼ mile 
and even occasional white-out conditions occurred through 
late afternoon.  Snow depth briefly exceeded 30” during 
the afternoon. 
21st - First 50° since January 28th. 

Floyd Abell of Hollywood 
5th - Daytime snow, evening snow and sleet. 
6th - Snow, heavy at times.  19” of snow on the ground - 
maximum depth of the month. 
9th - Evening sleet and freezing rain. 
10th - Sleet to blowing snow. 
28th - Variable clouds, few flurries. 

John Zyla of Ridge 
5th - Snow 10AM to 10PM 6.2” (0.75” liquid) then rain 
(0.34” liquid). 
6th - Rain midnight to 8:30AM (0.61” liquid), snow 9 AM to 
6 PM 6.4” (0.72” liquid).  Max snow depth for month 
13” (also occurred on the 7th) 
Max Hutto of Smithsburg 1.5 SW 
5th & 6th - Snow started late AM of the 5th and ended mid 
afternoon of the 6th.  Windy, drifting snow, colder the 6th.  
7th -   -7°, record low for this station. 
9th & 10th Snow started noon of the 9th and ended the 
evening of the 10th.  Windy, drifting snow. 
15th - Very cold AM 3°, PM snow and not quite a cold. 
21st - Mostly sunny, warm, breezy. 

Greg Keefer of Hagerstown 1 E 
New February and all time monthly snowfall record.  Old 
February record was 34.8” set in 2003 and old monthly 
record was 42.9” set in January 1996.  Two back to back 
15” snowstorms has never happened before.  Three major 
snowstorms in a winter season of 15” or more has never 
happened before.   
2nd - Wet snow late afternoon through late evening.  
Snow sticking to everything and very beautiful. 
5th & 6th - Light wet snow began around 11 AM of the 
5th.  Snow gradually became steadier and heavier .  Snow 
of varying intensity overnight  with gusty NNE  winds blow-
ing and drifting the snow.  Snow continued to fall during 
morning and ended around 2 PM. 
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Above is a NESIS map of the three snowstorms which affected the region during the winter of 2009/2010 
and a fourth one which missed us to the north.  Three snowstorms of this magnitude is rare for this region.  
More information concerning the NorthEast Snow Impact Scale can be found at the following web site:  
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/snow-and-ice/nesis.php 

Greg Keefer of Hagerstown 1 E 
(Continued) 
5th & 6th - Snowstorm 21.0” is the 5th largest for Febru-
ary and the 6th largest overall.  The largest February 
snowstorm is 31” set in 1899.  The largest storm is 34.9” 
set in January 1996. 
7th -   -4  Very cold this morning. 
9th & 10th - Light snow began by 11 AM and fell through-
out the afternoon and evening moderately at times.  Some 
sleet fell for a short time the evening of the 9th.  Snow 
became heavy after 7 AM on the 10th.  Winds rapidly in-
creased with gusts to 30 MPH.  Snow fell all day, moder-
ate to heavy at times and ended by 8 PM. 

Jim Vaughn of Smithsburg 2 NE 
February was the snowiest month on record.  Old snowiest 
month was January 1996 with 42.6” and old snowiest Feb-
ruary was 37.3” set in 2003. 
5th—10th - 42.7” of snow was the most in one seven day 
period surpassing 42.0” set between January 7th and 12th, 
1996.  February was the 5th wettest February.  Wettest 
February is 5.78” set in 2003. 

Lance Shaffer of Sterling 4 N VA 
3rd - AM fog.  Flurries after 2day storm which bought 6”.  
14th - Gusty winds. 
25th - Gusty winds 

Dave Lesher of Davis 3 SE WV 
Average snow depth for the month 29.9”. 
1st - Only below zero minimum temperature of the month. 
1st & 2nd - Minimum snow depth of 10”. 
17th & 18th - Maximum snow depth of 45”. 
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    NORBECK MD 1SE , WBCR # 15537  
 FEB 5-6 2010  
         
 FRI-FRI     FRI-SAT    SAT-SAT SAT-SAT   SAT-SAT   SAT-SAT     TOT      TOT   
 14Z-19Z     19Z-03Z*    03Z-06Z 06Z-12Z    12Z-18Z      18Z-22Z   FM ACC    
 
SF T**         7.6             7.0    8.0       6.0           0.8             29.4    
PP 0.10***      0.72***        0.69  0.94     0.46         0.15             2.96****       3.06   
INT RAT inf      10.6           10.1    8.5     13.0           5.3  9.9**** 
AV WX -SN       SN          +SN  +SN       SN          -SN  
 
* SNOW Board cleared only AT 03z SAT 
** SN melted as fell 
*** Measured PP 0.82" for FRI 14z-SAT 03Z. Estimated PP for 5 and 8 hour intervals before and after 19Z FRI 
(respectively).   
**** estimated from accumulating snow 
 
COMMENTS ON RATIOS:  
Was a wet snow until 12Z SAT with little compressional changes and fairly constant ratios. Then "powder" on top  
of wet snow after 12Z SAT (as column cooled on system backside), increasing ratios. After 18Z SAT the pile started  
to compress (esp. the "powdery" part) as snow became light (thus low net interval ratio after 18Z SAT)  
  

 

FEB 16-17 2003        
 SUN-SUN   SUN-MON MON-MON    MON-MON MON-MON     MON-MON TOT 
 06Z-12Z       12Z-18Z 18Z-00Z         00Z-03Z*       03Z-12Z          12Z-15Z   
SN 5.8          4.6        4.1  1.3      1.5  1.0 18.3  
PP 0.37        0.55      0.59              0.26     0.61              0.18 2.56 
INT RAT 15.7          8.4        6.9  5.0       2.5  5.6 7.1 
AV WX SN       +SN      +SN  SNPL        PL  -PLSN     
 
*SNOW BOARD CLEARED ONLY AT 03z MON  
 
COMMENTS ON RATIOS. 
Powdery snow before 12Z SUN.  Then wet SN after 12Z (as mid/upper levels warmed but not SFC), crushing the powder 
and net interval ratios dropped.  After 00Z MON, SN changed to PL (with continued mid/upper level warming), lowering ra-
tios even more.  After 12Z MON, change back to SN on system backside, raising ratios some. 
 
SYNOPTIC NOTES:  
does not include -SN v SN from advance S/W on SAT FEB 15 that ended before the main event does not include -SN from  
upper low on TUE FEB 18, after main event. 

The following comparison of the February 5-6, 2010 storm to the February 16-17, 2003 storm was 
provided by Ron Berger of Norbeck 1 SE, MD. 
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Above:  The Republican, March 4, 2010 
Garrett County, Maryland 
 
Left:  The Evening Sun, February 12, 2010 
Hanover, Pennsylvania 
(Just north of Carroll County) 

Above: 
Backyard of Herb Close, Manchester 1 S 
 
Items on this page furnished by Herb Close 
of Manchester 1 S, MD. 
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Left :  Maryland Independ-
ent, February 10, 2010 
 
Furnished by Marty Brum-
back, Bryans Road 2 
ESE, MD. 

Below :  44” Snow drift in 
the back yard of Herb 
Close of Manchester 1 S, 
MD. 
Picture furnished by Herb 
Close of Manchester 1 S, 
MD 
 
Bottom Left :  Picture of 
Jimmy, friend of Scott Lohr 
the LaVale Observer, next 
to a snow drift near 
Wellersburg, PA, just north 
of LaVale, MD.  Picture 
supplied by Scott Lohr, 
LaVale observer  to Nate 
Mullins.   
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Pictures at Herb’s Parents Finksburg 2 NW, MD home. 
Top left:  During February 10, 2010.  Note the pole light in the center of the picture 
Top right:  Pole light after some snow melted. 
Center left and right:  Herb Close’s parents home, Finksburg 2 NW, MD three days after the 
February 9-10 storm. 
Pictures supplied by Herb Close of Manchester. 1 S, MD. 

Left :  Pine trees weighted down by the heavy 
wet snow on February 10, 2010.   
Picture supplied by Gary Gallaher of Bear         
2 SW, DE 
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CLIMATE REPORT 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE BALTIMORE MD/WASHINGTON DC 
506 PM EST FRI MAR 5 2010 
 
IN NOTE...ALL SNOWFALL AND PRECIPITATION TOTALS REPORTED IN THIS 
PRODUCT ARE CONSIDERED PRELIMINARY DATA...AND ARE UNDER REVIEW BY 
THE NWS AND COULD BE UPDATED AFTER THIS REVIEW IS COMPLETE. 
 
WASHINGTON DC...FEBRUARY WAS DOMINATED BY RECORD SNOWFALL. 
FEBRUARY 2010 WAS THE SECOND SNOWIEST FEBRUARY AND SECOND ALL TIME 
SNOWIEST MONTH EVER...JUST SEVERAL INCHES SHY OF THE ALL TIME 
SNOWIEST MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1899 WHEN 35.2 INCHES OF SNOW FELL. 
 
FOR THE WINTER 2009-2010 SEASON...THROUGH FEB 28TH...56.1 INCHES OF 
SNOW HAS FALLEN...MAKING IT THE SNOWIEST SEASON ON RECORD IN 
WASHINGTON. THE PREVIOUS SEASONAL SNOW RECORD WAS 54.4 INCHES THAT 
FELL DURING THE 1898-1899 SEASON. 
 
THE BULK OF THE FEBRUARY SNOW FELL IN THE FIRST 10 DAYS. THREE 
DIFFERENT LOW PRESSURE SYSTEMS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR BRINGING 31.9 
INCHES OF SNOW TO WASHINGTON DC DURING THIS TIME. 
 
THE TWO-DAY SNOWFALL TOTAL OF 17.8 INCHES FEB 5-6 WAS THE FOURTH 
HIGHEST TWO-DAY SNOWFALL TOTAL ON RECORD FOR WASHINGTON DC. 
 
WASHINGTON DC RECORDED TWO SEPARATE DOUBLE DIGIT TWO-DAY SNOWFALLS 
IN THE SAME MONTH FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER. 
 
EVEN MORE REMARKABLE...WAS THAT THE TWO-DAY DOUBLE DIGIT SNOWFALLS 
FROM FEB 5-6 AND FEB 9-10...OF 10.8 INCHES...OCCURRED SO CLOSE 
TOGETHER. THIS COMBINED TOTAL OF 28.6 INCHES THAT FELL WAS THE MOST 
SNOW EVER IN ANY CONTIGUOUS 7-DAY PERIOD IN WASHINGTON DC. THIS ONE 
WEEK 28.6 INCH TOTAL BEAT THE PREVIOUS HIGHEST CONTIGUOUS WEEKLY 
SNOWFALL TOTAL OF 28.0 INCHES SET IN 1922...JAN 26 TO FEB 1. 
 
THE FEBRUARY SNOW DEPTH AVERAGED 8 INCHES...WHICH WAS THE SECOND 
HIGHEST AVERAGE MONTHLY SNOW DEPTH EVER...SECOND ONLY TO THE 10 INCH 
MONTHLY AVERAGE SNOW DEPTH OBSERVED IN FEB 1899. NOTE...THE 
CLIMATOLOGICAL SNOW DEPTH...OR JUST SNOW DEPTH...AND ROUNDED TO THE 
NEAREST WHOLE INCH...IS RECORDED ONCE DAILY AT 7 AM LOCAL STANDARD 
TIME. 
 
AT LEAST ONE INCH OR MORE OF SNOW DEPTH WAS OBSERVED FOR 21 DAYS 
THIS MONTH. THE MOST NUMBER OF DAYS WITH SNOW DEPTH OF AN INCH OR 
MORE WAS IN FEBRUARY 1905...25 DAYS...FOLLOWED BY 1895 WITH 23 DAYS. 
 
THE FEBRUARY 2010 AVERAGE MONTHLY TEMPERATURE WAS BELOW NORMAL BUT 
NOT EXCESSIVELY SO...RANKING AS 34TH COLDEST FOR FEBRUARY. HOWEVER 
DAILY MAXIMUM TEMPERATURES WERE PERSISTENTLY BELOW NORMAL...AVERAGING 
6.4F BELOW NORMAL. MAX TEMPERATURES ROSE NO HIGHER THAN 50F DURING 
THE ENTIRE MONTH. ONLY ONE FEBRUARY IN WASHINGTON HAS THE DAILY MAX 
TEMPERATURE FAILED TO REACH 50...1905...AND THIS MONTH WAS THE FIRST 
FEBRUARY SINCE 1934 TO ONLY HAVE A MONTHLY MAX OF 50. THE DAILY 
AVERAGE MIN TEMPERATURE WAS 1.4F BELOW NORMAL. 
 
 
JRK/SMZ 
 

Summary portion of the February Climate Report issu ed by Sterling for 
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CLIMATE REPORT 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE BALTIMORE MD/WASHINGTON DC 
518 PM EST FRI MAR 5 2010 
 
NOTE...ALL SNOWFALL AND PRECIPITATION TOTALS REPORTED IN THIS 
PRODUCT ARE CONSIDERED PRELIMINARY DATA...AND ARE UNDER REVIEW BY 
THE NWS AND COULD BE UPDATED AFTER THIS REVIEW IS COMPLETE. 
 
IN BALTIMORE...FEBRUARY WAS DOMINATED BY RECORD SNOWFALL. AS OF FEB 
28TH...A TOTAL OF 77.0 INCHES...OF SNOW HAS FALLEN SO FAR THIS 2009-10 
SEASON...MAKING IT THE SNOWIEST SEASON ON RECORD AT BALTIMORE. THE 
PREVIOUS RECORD WAS 62.5 INCHES IN THE 1995-96 SEASON. 
 
THREE SEPARATE SNOW EVENTS DURING THE FIRST TEN DAYS OF THE MONTH 
DROPPED 49.5 INCHES. WITH AN ADDITIONAL HALF INCH OF SNOWFALL FOR 
THE REST OF THE MONTH...THE FEBRUARY 2010 MONTHLY TOTAL SNOWFALL OF 
50.0 INCHES SETS THE RECORD FOR ALL-TIME SNOWIEST MONTH EVER IN 
BALTIMORE...BREAKING THE RECORD 40.5 INCH TOTAL FROM FEBRUARY 2003. 
 
BALTIMORE RECORDED TWO SEPARATE TWO-DAY DOUBLE DIGIT SNOWFALLS IN 
THE SAME MONTH FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER. 
 
THE TWO-DAY SNOWFALL TOTALS OF 25 INCHES ON 5-6 FEB AND 19.5 INCHES 
ON FEB 9-10 WERE THE SECOND AND NINTH HIGHEST TWO-DAY SNOWFALL 
TOTALS...RESPECTIVELY...RECORDED IN BALTIMORE. 
 
THE FEB 5-6 AND 9-10 SNOW TOTALS WERE EVEN MORE REMARKABLE AS THEY 
OCCURRED SO CLOSE TOGETHER...IN LESS THAN ONE WEEK. THEIR COMBINED 
44.5 INCHES OF SNOWFALL DURING THIS TIME PERIOD OF JUST LESS THAN 
ONE WEEK WAS THE MOST SNOW EVER TO FALL IN ANY 7-DAY CONTIGUOUS 
PERIOD IN BALTIMORE...BEATING THE PREVIOUSLY HIGHEST WEEKLY SNOWFALL 
TOTAL OF 32.6 INCHES IN JAN 6-12 IN 1996. 
 
THE DAILY 7AM CLIMATOLOGICAL SNOW DEPTH OF 34 INCHES REPORTED ON THE 
11TH WAS THE RECORD HIGHEST CLIMATOLOGICAL SNOW DEPTH EVER REPORTED 
IN BALTIMORE. NOTE...THE CLIMATOLOGICAL SNOW DEPTH...OR JUST SNOW 
DEPTH...AND ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST WHOLE INCH...IS RECORDED ONCE 
DAILY AT 7 AM LOCAL STANDARD TIME 
 
THE FEBRUARY SNOW DEPTH AVERAGED 11 INCHES. THIS WAS THE HIGHEST 
AVERAGE MONTHLY SNOW DEPTH ON RECORD. THE PREVIOUS HIGHEST SNOW 
DEPTH AVERAGE FOR THE MONTH WAS 7 INCHES IN JAN 1996. 
 
AT LEAST ONE INCH OR MORE OF SNOW DEPTH WAS RECORDED ON 22 DAYS THIS 
MONTH...TYING IT WITH FEBRUARY 2003 AS THIRD HIGHEST NUMBER OF DAYS 
OF MEASURABLE SNOW DEPTH IN FEBRUARY. THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF DAYS 
WITH AN INCH OR MORE OF SNOW DEPTH IN FEBRUARY WAS 27 IN 
1934...FOLLOWED BY 25 IN 1905. 
 
THE FEBRUARY 2010 AVERAGE MONTHLY TEMPERATURE IN BALTIMORE WAS BELOW 
NORMAL BUT NOT EXCESSIVELY SO...RANKED AS THE 22ND COLDEST FEBRUARY. 
HOWEVER DAILY MAXIMUM TEMPERATURES WERE PERSISTENTLY BELOW 
NORMAL...AVERAGING 7.14F COLDER THAN NORMAL. THE MAX TEMPERATURE 
FAILED TO REACH 50F DEGREES DURING THE ENTIRE MONTH FOR ONLY THE 
TENTH TIME ON RECORD AND THE FIRST SINCE JAN 1977.. 
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