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ay picked up where April left off.  The
cool and dry weather which domi-
nated the month of April continued

into May.  Frequent frontal
passages brought  along
windy conditions and below
normal temperatures.    Only
once did the two state area
see “summer-type”  temper-
atures.  Temperatures rose
into the 90’s across most of
the two state region.  The
warmest temperatures were
seen from Baltimore- Wash-
ington and to the southeast.
Other area were well into the
80’s except the Western
Maryland mountains. 

Like April, most of the
precipitation fell during the
last week of the month.  Oth-
erwise it was dry.  Heavy
rains moved into the por-
tions of the two state area on
the 25th and 26th.  The heav-
iest fell east of Washington
at  South Bowie - Bill Hudel-
son (3.62”) and Millersville -
Dan Hanson - (3.08”).  The
least amount fell at Balti-
more 4SW (0.36”) - Dan Han-
son.

Thunderstorms which
moved across the area on
the 1st, dropped small hail at
many locations.

May 25th  saw a F2 tor-
nado with winds of 125 - 135
MPH.  It struck without warn-
ing just north of Fair  Hill,
(Cecil County) MD, which is
located in extreme North-
eastern Maryland.   Four
homes and a cemetery were damaged along
its  1/2 mile long, 100 yards wide path.  Dam-
age was done to roofs , trees and a cemetery.
A weak F0 was  spawned in nearby Arlington,
VA on the 25th causing some property damage 

 David Ludlum, the founder of Weather-
wise and a weather historian,  passed away
on May 23rd  at the age of 86 in Princeton, NJ

He assisted Roger Brick-
ner in setting up the
Weather Museum in Haver-
hill, NH.    He donated may
items to the Museum in-
cluding a D-Day German
Weather Map which he
“liberated” from the Ger-
mans.  Some of us met
him at one of the Weather
Museum annual meetings.
Following is from the Asso-
ciated Press:

“He turned a boy-
hood fascination with snow
into a career as weather
expert and historian.“

“He pursued
scholarly studies in Ameri-
can History during his col-
lege and postgraduate
years, but never lost his
interest in weather.”

“Mr. Ludlum be-
came an acknowledged
expert in weather forecast-
ing during World War II,
when he received intensive
training as a battlefield
weather forecaster.”

“His forecasting
was considered a major
factor in the successful Al-
lied air and land attack on
the German fortress at
Monte Cassino, Italy.
Three months after the
February 1944 attack, Al-
lied troops entered Rome.

DATA DUE BY THE 15TH OF
THE FOLLOWING MONTH

SPRING CONTINUES TO BE
COOL, WINDY, AND DRY

Monthly Extremes                                  
ACON Observers                                

Maximum Temperature                                            
Baltimore 4SW   95
Baltimore 2 SE  95

Jug Bay      93
South Bowie   93

Ridge       93
Minimum Temperature                                           

Smithsburg    25
Eagle Rock   30

Parkton 5SW    31
Gaithersburg   31

Germantown 1.5W   31
Warmest Avg Temp.                                       
Baltimore 2SE   64.3

Ridge    64.0
Coldest Avg Temp.                                     

Eagle Rock   53.1
Smithsburg    56.8

Maximum Precipitation                                            
Eagle Rock    7.60”

Baltimore 2SE   6.78”
Millersville 1SE    3.81”
Minimum Precipitation                                           
Baltimore 4SW    1.34”

Hollywood    1.42”
Frederick    1.44”

Maximum Snowfall                                    
Eagle Rock   0.1”




