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Prior to joining the Department of Defense, Dr. Doran served 

as Senior Director for Near East and North African Affairs at the National Security 
Council. His portfolio covered all of the countries in the region except for Iraq.  
 
Prior to coming to the NSC, Dr. Doran was a professor in the Department of Near 
Eastern Studies at Princeton University, where he taught courses on the 
international politics of the Middle East. From 2002 to 2004 he also served as an 
Adjunct Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York. Prior to 
arriving at Princeton, Dr. Doran taught in the History Department at the University 
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Following September 11, Mike Doran conducted extensive research on terrorist 
use of the internet.  This research informed an influential article he authored on 
Osama bin Laden titled “Somebody Else’s Civil War,” which was published in the 
January/February 2002 issue of Foreign Affairs.  It also informed an article on 
Saudi Arabia titled “The Saudi Paradox” in the January/February 2004 issue of 
Foreign Affairs, and a Washington Post Op-Ed  called “Intimate Enemies” on the 
depth of the Sunni-Shiite conflict in the Middle East.   
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