Mike Doran was appointed Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Support to Public Diplomacy in April 2007. He is
responsible for advising the Department’s senior leadership on
policy to support public diplomacy and strategic
communication, and for advocating key themes and
messages to promote U.S. national security interests.

Prior to joining the Department of Defense, Dr. Doran served
as Senior Director for Near East and North African Affairs at the National Security
Council. His portfolio covered all of the countries in the region except for Iraqg.

Prior to coming to the NSC, Dr. Doran was a professor in the Department of Near
Eastern Studies at Princeton University, where he taught courses on the
international politics of the Middle East. From 2002 to 2004 he also served as an
Adjunct Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York. Prior to
arriving at Princeton, Dr. Doran taught in the History Department at the University
of Central Florida.

Following September 11, Mike Doran conducted extensive research on terrorist
use of the internet. This research informed an influential article he authored on
Osama bin Laden titled “Somebody Else’s Civil War,” which was published in the
January/February 2002 issue of Foreign Affairs. It also informed an article on
Saudi Arabia titled “The Saudi Paradox” in the January/February 2004 issue of
Foreign Affairs, and a Washington Post Op-Ed called “Intimate Enemies” on the
depth of the Sunni-Shiite conflict in the Middle East.

Originally from Indiana, Dr. Doran received a BA from Stanford in 1987 and a
PhD from Princeton in 1997.



