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This first panel focuses on a very interesting, and in my view 
an extremely important, topic as we think about how to prepare 
the maritime services for climate change. In particular, the panel 
will discuss the strategy, policy, and operational implications of cli-
mate change for the maritime services. I think each of those words 
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is very important. We are going to be looking at strategy, policy, 
and operations. Those are not topics that we typically focus on 
when we think about how climate change is going to impact how 
our forces operate, what we are going to have to do, and what we 
are going to have to buy, so we want to try to dig into some of 
those issues.

We also want to emphasize the maritime services. Many of 
the missions that are typically assigned to these services are going 
to be affected by climate change, and the services are going to 
have to adapt accordingly. Rising sea levels will displace bases, 
and the opening of the Arctic will require new deployments of 
Coast Guard and Navy forces. Climate-induced instabilities around 
the world will increase the number of humanitarian assistance and 
disaster response missions as well as peacekeeping and perhaps 
even counter-insurgency missions. How are such changes going to 
affect the maritime services, and how should we adapt our strat-
egy, our policy, and our operations to deal with them?

From the above discussion, it seems clear that the Navy will be 
impacted by climate change. In my view, however, it is the Coast 
Guard that is currently charged with much of the mission set that 
our other maritime forces will need to do more of in a world adapt-
ing to climate change. The Coast Guard is an interagency organiza-
tion in that it has to work with a wide variety of the other agencies 
in an interagency environment. In addition, the Coast Guard has 
law enforcement responsibilities, both on the domestic side as 
well as overseas in working with naval partners to provide on-ship 
capabilities. The kind of challenges that the Coast Guard currently 
confronts may end up being issues that all of our maritime forces 
have to deal with in the future as increased stresses from climate 
change impose new requirements and new missions.

To discuss these issues, we have assembled a very representa-
tive panel in terms of both strategy and operations. Their charge is 
to try to help us understand how our maritime forces should adapt 
their strategy and operations to climate change.




